In the Outer Court

that you get an exquisite balance of character a
character that is at once strong and tender, that is
at once self-reliant and compassionate, that is at
once a helper of the weak and in itself strong and
unmoved, that is full of devotion and full of harm-
lessness, that is full of self-discipline and therefore
of harmony. Let us suppose you accept that to
some extent as .ideal for the guidance of daily
thinking, and you .begin to work it out; let us con-
sider a point that is of ten found in connection with
this effect, which is often found in summing
up many virtues together, and which is much mis-
understood ; pausing a moment upon it, let us see
how the building of character towards this virtue
will be carried on. It is a name which is strange in
English ears : it is indifference ; and sometimes it is
worked out in detail as indifference to pleasure and
pain, indifference to cold and heat, indifference to
blame and applause, indifference to desire and
aversion, and so on ; what does it really mean ?

First of all, it means that sense of proportion
which must come into the life of one who has
gained a glimpse of the Real amid the fleeting, of
the permanent amid the transitory ; for when once
the greatness of the goal has been recognised, when
once the numberless lives have been realised, when
once the aspirant has understood all the length of'
time that lies in front of him, all the vastness of the
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